
Dear RISE Community

Ramadan Kareem to those who are observing this month of fasting and prayer. May it be a
month of peace and connection with family, friends, and spirit. We are excited to share with
you our progress over the past few months, and we invite you to join us on our journey of
growth in the coming period.

Sincerely,
Mona Mowafi
Co-founder & President
RISE Egypt

News & Views
NOEW
RISE Egypt was proud to participate in
this year’s New Orleans Entrepreneurship
Week (NOEW), which took place from
March 11-18, 2016. Since its inception,
Idea Village’s Co-founder & CEO Tim
Williamson has been a learning partner
and champion of RISE Egypt’s work. This
partnership and support has helped us
gain insights into the possibilities and
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challenges of growing an organization like
RISE to make multifaceted, place-based
impact.

Tim invited us to join a meeting led by Idea Village and Steve Case, founder and former
Chairman of AOL who has launched the ‘Rise of the Rest’ initiative (we like the name!) to
invest in entrepreneurship ecosystems in emerging markets. RISE Egypt’s President Mona
Mowafi joined 10 ecosystem leaders from across the U.S. to have a conversation about
what it takes to spur growth in emerging markets - collaboration, curation, and capital - and
the importance of an “inclusive entrepreneurship” that lifts all boats.

MENA CONFERENCE ON COMMUNITY PSYCHOLOGY
On March 24-25, 2016, RISE Egypt shared its work at the 1st MENA Conference on
Community Psychology with a presentation entitled: "RISE Egypt: Case Studies in the Role
of Creative Partnerships and Data-Driven Approaches in Supporting Entrepreneurship for
Development in Egypt” at the American University in Cairo. It was a wonderful experience
to share and learn from other organizations taking a hands on, community-driven approach
to development in the Arab region!

ILO TAQEEM INITIATIVE
From April 6-8, 2016, RISE President Mona Mowafi and RISE Research and Policy
Manager Eman El-Hadary attended a training on Monitoring and Evaluation led by the ILO
in Turin, Italy as part of their Taqeem Initiative. ILO/Taqeem has provided a technical
assistance grant to RISE Egypt and 6 other organizations from the MENA region that are
focusing on job creation and development. We will be using this opportunity to develop a
comprehensive internal monitoring and evaluation system that will enable us to
improve/grow our programs and report accurately to stakeholders about progress over
time. We would like to thank the ILO/Taqeem team for selecting RISE Egypt to be a part of
this innovative learning community.

MIT ENTERPRISE FORUM PAN ARAB
On April 14-15, 2016, the MIT Enterprise
Forum Pan Arab had its 9th Annual
Competition in Saudi Arabia’s King
Abdallah Economic City outside of
Jeddah. RISE President Mona Mowafi
was proud to participate as a judge of the
Social Entrepreneurship Track alongside a
fantastic panel of leaders from across the
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region. The winners this year hailed from
Tunisia, Lebanon, and Jordan: Mabrouk to
all! Learn more here.

OPPORTUNITY FOR EGYPTIAN ENTREPRENEURS
Al-Alfi Foundation for Human and Social Development will sponsor up to 20 Egyptian
entrepreneurs to take a 9-month blended-learning program on entrepreneurship and
innovation covering areas such as management, finance, governance, marketing, and
more. Learn more and apply here.

Fellowship Program

HELM
Congratulations to Helm founders and RISE fellows Amena El-Saie, Ramez Maher & the
entire Helm team for a huge success with their first global conference which took place on
May 24-25th on inclusive employment and accessibility for persons with disabilities in
Egypt entitled Cairo: A City for All. RISE Advisor to Helm, Ilene Zeitzer (CEO of Disability
Policy Solutions) worked closely with the team to bring global leaders in the field including
Jay Cardinali (Worldwide Accessibility Manager, Disney Parks and Resorts), John Kemp
(President & CEO, Viscardi Center/U.S.), Mukhtar Al Shibani (President, GAATES
Foundation), and others who joined more than 250 speakers and participants to share best
practices, collaborate toward solutions, and sign formal agreements to create greater
economic opportunities and better infrastructure to support mobility across Cairo for
persons with disabilities. We also want to thank Kristen Firpo from hangar10.co who got in
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touch with RISE to volunteer in Egypt and ended up working closely with Helm to design
the conference experience, which was a bit hit! Alf mabrouk, Helmers!

MAVERICKS
Founders of Mavericks and RISE fellows Seif Abou-zeid and Alyaa Said have returned
from a week-long, RISE-sponsored independent accelerator where they met with leaders
in blended learning and visited schools using this model in the San Fransisco area,
including the Khan Lab School, Alt School, Summit School, and Creative Arts Charter
School. Seif and Alyaa will be taking all of their insights and learnings back to Egypt where
they are preparing for Mavericks’ inaugural school year in September. Mavericks will be the
first blended-learning school in Egypt - Best of luck, Seif and Alyaa!

EDUCATE ME
Educate Me have opened a second location for their community school in Haram City,
Cairo, taking a big step forward in their effort to expand access to quality, child-centered
education in Egypt’s poorest neighborhoods. They will start at the preschool level in Haram
City and expand a grade every year. The Talbaya location currently has preschool and



early primary school. RISE is working with EM to conduct a comprehensive program
evaluation at both locations, and we are all excited to be taking an evidence-based
approach to their scale-up and growth over the coming years!

RECYCLOBEKIA
Congratulations to team RecycloBekia who will be moving from their current headquarters
in Maadi to a new expanded warehouse and central office in Mariotaya this summer! This
move reflects their efforts to have administration closer to their e-waste sorting and
warehousing operations, leading to greater efficiency. RISE Advisor Charles Cooper,
Executive MBA at the Johnson School of Business at Cornell University, has been working
closely with their team to streamline and systematize operations and administration in the
company.

JOZOUR
Also moving to a larger space in Qalyobia, Jozour will expand their work on product
development using the palm board. Over the past few months, they have completed
scientific testing of the palm material itself with their RISE Advisor and expert in
sustainable wood at University of British Columbia in Vancouver, Felix Boeck. Building on
the work they have completed, they have come up with new ideas about how to create
strong, durable, beautiful products using the palm, and will launch into the next phase in
the coming months - very exciting!

TAKE ACTION TODAY

In the coming year, RISE Egypt will be rolling out two very important programs for our
growth: The Global Ambassadors Program, and the RISE Research & Policy Think Tank.
Our goals are to engage more deeply with our global network and to focus on building a
body of research that enables us tie the work we are doing ‘on the ground’ in Egypt to
wider policy changes and investment opportunities. We need your help to get there! 

We need 100 new donors to help us reach our goals!
Please consider making a monthly or 1-time donation today.

By investing in Egypt’s next generation of entrepreneurial leaders, you will give the gift of
sustainable jobs - economic development with social impact. Together, we are investing in

tomorrow's leaders and creating a future of possibility and opportunity for Egypt.

Join us & thank you.
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