
Dear Friends of RISE,
 
We hope you're off to a wonderful 2015!
 
Here at RISE, the New Year brings with it the excitement of new beginnings -in particular
as we embark on our first journey with our first (fantastic) class of RISE Entrepreneurs.
 
Last month, from December 7-14, we got started with the 2-year fellowship by having a
one-day orientation with the RISE Fellows on the GrEEK Campus in Cairo, followed by
1:1 deep dive work sessions throughout the week with each team. These intensive
sessions allowed us to roll up our sleeves and determine which growth challenge areas
we will tackle together over the course of the next 6 months. 
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In this next period (Jan-April), RISE will focus on building the networks (that's you!) and
the partnerships with academic programs, corporations and other institutional partners, to
deeply engage with these teams to overcome their current challenges. Our strategy is to
focus the capacity-building on specific relevant areas of strategic and technical
assistance that have been identified through these intensive needs assessments, rather
than to take a one-size-fits-all approach to developing workshops and curricula. We are
looking forward to engaging with you in the process, and having your hands on
participation as we grow our community to drive social and economic growth and impact
in Egypt.



 
To cap our week together, the RISE Fellows and program team took a road trip for 2 days
to Ain Sokhna, outside of Cairo. This allowed us to spend some time debriefing from the
intensive week, getting to know one another better, and very importantly, establishing the
values and culture that will define our community moving forward.
 
I know I speak for all (especially since we evaluated each component of the program!)
when I say that it was an extremely valuable experience and an important milestone for
the RISE fellowship program. 

We are off to a great start - now the true test will be in our ability to join hands as a global
community to support these incredible drivers of change in Egypt.
 
We are in good hands if our future lies in the hands of the likes of these entrepreneurs.
They are not only committed to creating jobs and making development impact to build a



brighter Egypt, but they are also committed to honest, transparent leadership to get us
there.
 
We look forward to working with you as we forge ahead to support the RISE Fellows in
the year ahead. Thank you for joining us in the important (& fun) journey ahead.
 
Sincerely,
The RISE Team
 

RISE Egypt is a 501c3 tax-deductible nonprofit organization. Please consider becoming a donor
by giving $100, $50, or $25 per month which will go directly toward supporting the RISE
Fellowship Program. 

   

www.riseegypt.org
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